
I grew up on the 

north end of Flint, 

just inside the city 

limits. One blocks 

distance north was a 

square mile of our 

hunting 

ground, and 

the Flint 

River and 

Mott Reser-

voir were 

just a cou-

ple miles to 

the east.  

For about a 

5 year pe-

riod, my 

friend Larry 

and I were 

always ei-

ther tearing 

around thru 

the woods 

and fields, 

or on a 

fishing expedition to 

the river. Our method of travel to these exotic loca-

tions was always a bike of some sort. Usually some-

thing we put together in the backyard or garage out 

of parts from previously crashed bikes. They were-

nõt flashy, but they had guts. They also never 

seemed to have chain guards, and as such most of 

my long pants were missing varying lengths of 

denim on the right leg.  The bikeõs seat was always 

the banana style and I donõt ever remember having 

too much worry about there not being enough pad-

ding. Likely due to the fact we seldom had enough 

leisure time to set down as we were peddling for all 

we were worth trying to outrun the neighborhood 

dogs. I donõt believe dog leashes were 

invented till after the late 70õs, or the 

folks in our area hadnõt heard of 

them, cause we had plenty of dogs, 

but nary a leash. Dogs were tougher 

then too. Heck even the little ankle 

nipper dogs had the chutzpah to 

come running off the porch and 

chase you down the street.  Most of 

the time we kids knew where theó 

realó dogs lived. Those were the ones 

that would not only chase you, but 

were bad enough to catch you while 

they were dragging their doghouse on 

their leashes. As memory serves they 

seemed to always be some sort of 

wolf cross breed, with vicious drip-

ping fangs, and red glowing eyes. 

Only reason I know this is once my 

chain picked a very bad time to jump 

up and eat my pant leg as I was ped-

dling past a òrealó dogõs house.  My 

near instant stop from the bound up 

chain sent me flying into some 

bushes, followed closely by the howl-

ing rage of a dog, his doghouse 

bouncing along 

behind on the 

chain. Fortunately 

this beast had 

apparently re-

cently fed and 

chose to spend 

his time growling 

and drooling over 

me before his 

owner came out 

to see what all the 

commotion was 

about. 

  Things were a 

lot different when 

I grew up. We 

had not a worry 

about jumping on 

the trusty bikes 

and pedaling miles out into the coun-

try. Heck I remember many times 

heading out early in the morning and 

not making it back till supper. We 

always took along either a backpack 

full of goodies for lunch, or, more 

often, mom stuck a couple dollars in 

my pocket and we stopped at a party 

store along our path. Now Iõm here 

to say most of our bought meals 

werenõt òMom Approvedó. No you 

werenõt likely to see us buying fruits                       
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     The Michigan Depart-
ment of Natural Re-
sources will pay you $100 
to hook a fish, but there's 
a catch: It has to be a 
specially tagged, elec-
tronically enhanced wall-
eye.  

     The DNR has im-
planted 400 walleyes with 
high-tech microchip trans-
mitters near their stom-
achs and released them in 
lakes Huron and Erie. The 
transmitters help re-
searchers track the popu-
lar game fish as they wan-
der within the Huron/Erie 
corridor.  

     "We want to learn how 
walleyes are moving from 
Saginaw Bay into the 
main basin of Lake Huron, 
and from Lake Erie into 
Lake Huron," said David 
Fielder, a fisheries re-
search biologist for the 
DNR. "We've had a jaw 
tagging program for years, 
which told us that wall-
eyes move between 
lakes, but we didn't know 
when it occurs or the 
magnitude of it."  

     So in early April, Michi-
gan and Ohio DNR re-
searchers descended on 
the Tittabawassee and 
Maumee rivers in a wall-
eye roundup. Biologists 
used electricity to stun fish 
and then selected wall-

eyes that were at least 
17 inches long.  

     Biologists also at-
tached an orange tag to 
a back fin to help anglers 
know they had hooked a 
special "Willie Wonka" 
golden ticket-esque wall-
eye.  

     Anglers who catch the 
marked walleye can call 
(989) 734-4768 from 7 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. week-
days. Other times, leave 
a message at ext. 111.  

     As part of the project, 
the DNR has sunk doz-
ens of hydrophones ð 
underwater microphones 
ð in lakes St. Clair, 
Huron and Erie as well 
as the Tittabawassee, St. 
Clair, Detroit and Mau-
mee rivers. The hydro-
phones ð the locations 
of which can be found at 
www.glfc.org/telemetry 
ð record the location 
and direction of travel of 
the fish.  

     A healthy walleye 
population is a big turn-
around from 2006, when 
the DNR reduced pro-
duction and stocking af-
ter the viral hemorrhagic 
septicemia virus deci-
mated stocks. The DNR 
slashed its walleye pro-
duction at state fish 
hatcheries until it found a 
way to disinfect walleye 
eggs of the disease and 
began to restock the 
lakes.  

  DNR Paying  

$100 for  

   Tagged Walleye  
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and vegetables. Hey we were roughing it, out on our own, 

nothing but the open road. Our lunches were much more 

likely to consist of anything made by Hostess and washed 

down by a Coke. Our favorite place for lunch was always the 

Hostess bakery. Man what a place. On Tuesdays you could 

walk in with a dollar and leave with 10 Hostess fruit pies. You 

know the ones, coated with a quarter inch of frosting, and if 

you were lucky maybe four or five actual pieces of fruit. Why 

you chased down those 10 pies with a big ole bottle of Coca 

Cola and you were ready for the day. I shudder to think how 

many calories we would consume in that store parking lot. 

  Our rides usually took us out through the rolling country 

side, peddling along for hours down the gravel alongside the 

road.  On occasion weõd get daring and ride on the edge of 

the pavement, mostly when we were coasting downhill.  Back 

then bikes and pedestrians most definitely DID NOT have 

the right of way, and drivers were only too happy to let you 

know that fact. Most just laid on the horn, but a few would 

yell out some sort of encouragement for us to get off the %

$#&^% road.  One even had the audacity to launch a burrito 

at us for being on the road. Fortunately the flying burrito 

stuck neatly on my friends back and we were able to scrape 

most of it off to use for lunch. 

  Bikes were definitely much tougher back then too. Todayõs 

bike is all about being light and nimble and looking cool. Our 

bikes were about being functional, and they needed to last 

forever since it seemed you only got one once you graduated 

from a three wheeler. Our bikes always had the banana seat, 

on todayõs bike you set on a hatchet head with a doily for 

padding. Todayõs bike tire just sees a sharp rock and goes flat, 

our tires ran over rocks, glass, and barbed wire and never 

even flinched. A good touring bike these days probably 

weighs in around 20 to 30 pounds, our front tire and rim 

weighed that much. 

Now that I think of it bungee cords have made bike riding 

much more enjoyable too. Now you just snap a cord around 

your gear and peddle away. We had to use rope, twine, or if 

you were rich, duct tape. The need for using rope and twine 

quickly made you into an expert knot tier.  It was amazing to 

see all the items we could tie on our bikes and still make for-

ward progress.  Many times we had 2 or 3 fishing poles, tackle 

boxes, lunches, and even a few decent stringers of fish all 

attached with what usually amounted to a quarter mile of 

rope. Actually the amazing thing was to see us peddling these 

loaded up bikes hell bent down Carpenter Rd past all the 

snarling snapping wolf dogs that were chasing us, and dodg-

ing the burrito tossing motorists. Most times we made it, but 

there were occasions when luck was not on our side. I still 

wake up with a limp just thinking about those times. 

WOW! 
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This monthõs hot spot is Crystal 

Lake in Benzie County.  If mem-

ory serves, Crystal Lake is the 5th 

largest lake in Michigan. Its deepest point is 

around 200 feet and it supports a healthy popu-

lation of just about every fish species Michigan 

has to offer. The lake even has a small creek that 

attaches to the Betsie River, which flows into 

Lake Michigan and  allows both Lake Run salmon 

and trout to jump the low head dam and enter Crys-

tal. The fishing on this lake is excellent for many 

varieties of fish, but for this month weõll stick to the 

smallmouth. It has a tremendous and underutilized 

smallmouth bass fishery. The fishing for these bass 

can be nothing short of spectacular. The fish grow 

to some very good sizes since they are seldom being 

fished, 5 pounders are not uncommon and I have 

personally caught some over 6 pounds. 

 The lake has a large population of crayfish and min-

nows and the bass have no shortage of food. It is  

best to use baits that imitate either of these food 

sources. My personal choices are Rapala lures  in 

either 7 or 9 S style and size. Again my personal fa-

vorite has been the black back with silver sides. An-

other producer for me has been the Mister Twister 

with the spinner blade attached. Best colors have 

been white and chartreuse grub bodies, with silver 

bladed spinners.  No doubt there are many other 

types and colors of lures that will produce strikes, 

but the above mentioned have been my best. 

 Both trolling and casting will produce fish. Trolling 

seems to work best with the lures ran well behind 

the boat and fishing waters depths of 4 to 15 feet.  

Thereõs a distinct color line where the drop off to 

deeper waters occurs and the fishing is excellent 

along that edge. Wading and casting is another good 

producer of bass on this lake. The shoreline can be 

rocky in many spots so either waders or footwear is 

recommended.  Both the north and south shores of 

the lake produce well for either the troller or caster, 

with the area around Railroad Point being of special 

interest. There is a boat launching site in downtown 

Beulah, and waders can get in the water right near 

Railroad Point and work their way either east or west 

from there. 

  If youõre in need of more info on this hotspot give 

me a shout. Always happy to help out a fellow out-

doors person. 

         HOT SPOTSHOT SPOTSHOT SPOTS   
REDUCED!  

Located on 

a quiet 

gravel road 

near I -69 & 

M-21 less 

than an hour drive from Detroit. 

36x60 pole barn w/16' walls and 

cement floor sits off the road with 

driveway. Owner planted white pine, 

Scotch pine, spruce and oaks. Lots of wildlife including deer, turkey, 

rabbits and an occasional pheasant. Nice pond and a creek cross the 

parcel. Third of the property is farmed which is a great way to supple-

ment your income and draw deer. Add some raised blinds to personal-

ize this into the hunting camp youôve always wanted!   

60 ACRES  

EMMETT, SANILAC COUNTY  

REDUCED TO: $149,900  

1,000 feet ON  Harmon Lake ï very secluded 

with access from well maintained ¼ mile 

easement. Excellent fishing right off the dock. 

30x60 barn w/ cement floor and power. Very 

secluded and quiet with lots of wildlife, includ-

ing deer, turkey and waterfowl. The property 

is rolling and wooded plus a food plot. Excel-

lent trail system throughout provides easy 

access around the property. Not often you 

find a property with something for the whole 

family. Fishing, hunting, hiking, or just hang-

ing out around the campfireé or build! 

41 ACRES LAKEFRONT  

MAYVILLE, TUSCOLA COUNTY  

REDUCED TO: $225,000  



READERS STORIES 

Hereõs a picture from the mouth of 

the Saginaw river. Fish was released. 

                          - Tom Witkowski 
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DRIVERS LICENSE 

    A young boy had just gotten his driver's license and inquired 

of his father if they could discuss his use of the car. His father 

said he'd make a deal with his son. "You bring your grades up 

from a C to a B average, study your Bible a little, get your hair 

cut and we'll talk about the car." 

    The boy thought about that for a moment, decided he'd settle 

for the offer and they agreed on it. 

    After about six weeks his father said, "Son, I've been real 

proud. You brought your grades up and I've observed that you 

have been studying your Bible, but I'm real disappointed you 

haven't gotten your hair cut." 

    The young man paused a moment then said, "You know, 

Dad, I've been thinking about that, and I've noticed in my stud-

ies of the Bible that Samson had long hair, John the Baptist had 

long hair, Moses had long hair and there's even a strong argu-

ment that Jesus had long hair." 

    To this his father replied, "Did you also notice they all walked 

everywhere they went?" 

òI was lucky enough to have success on opening day of the April hunting season. I only hunt with 

archery tackle, and I never use a blind when turkey hunting. To say the least, its a challenging task. 

This turkey was special for me because not only was it my first Michigan turkey, but I took my fiancée 

with me to film the hunt. She wanted to experience turkey hunting for the first time, and we were 

blessed with an awesome encounter. We called the bird in from several hundred yards out, where he 

put on a show for us, gobbling, spitting & drumming and strutting up a storm for over 45-minutes at 

just thirty yards in thick cover. I had no shot until he stepped out into the field, walked past my de-

coys towards some "living decoys". When I realized he wasn't coming back my way, I decided it was 

time to draw and take my shot. I was able to make a perfect shot on him with my bow at 45 yards. He 

was a healthy 2-year old bird, not the biggest in the woods I'm sure, but a trophy to me. My fiancée 

now thinks turkey hunting is easy since it was over that quickly. After years of trying, 

I've assured her it's not but I don't think sheõs buying it. She'll be taking a stab at it 

during the May season, we'll see if her opinion changes!               - Joby Clark 

Looking for a Lease? Try: 

TrophyLandLease.com  

NonTypicalProperties.com  

HuntingLeaseNetwork.com  

Often I get people who 

want to build a pole barn  

or other buildings.                  

We just worked with a                 

great contractor.                      

Quality and Good Price.                                                                 

Creg June 810 -730 -4804  

 

30 Year Vacant Land 

Financing Available!  

For more info go to 

www.greenstonefcs.com  

Thought I would send you a picture of a fish I actually caught despite all the 

cold weather, wind and rain we have had. 

We had a warm day a couple of weeks ago and I was able to get out. This was 

the last bass of 11 I caught in about an hour. I finally figured out how to take a 

picture of the fish in my kayak. This one was an 18". I had 6 over 18" and the 

largest was 22" and weighed 5 1/2 lbs.                      - Randy Mast 

 

Send YOUR pictures 

and stories to 

patridge1@charter.net 

and weôll put them in 

the July Newsletter  
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AND PENDINGAND PENDINGAND PENDING    

20 Acres Vacant Land 

Tuscola County 

Listed: $59,000 

Sold: $50,000 

17 Acres Vacant Land 

Tuscola County 

Listed: $49,000 

Sold $45,000 

SEE OTHER LISTINGS AT WWW.MICHIGAN.ORG 

6/1 - /65 Bird Fest Suttons Bay 

6/3 - 6/4 Antique Tractor Show Dexter 

6/2 - 6/5 Bass Festival Mancelona 

6/3 - 6/5 Warbler Weekend Hastings 

6/4 Marine Memorabilia Port Huron 

6/4 Bike & Brew Tour Detroit 

6/4 Chili Cook-Off Lansing 

6/4 - 6/5 Live Green Home Show Lake Orion 

6/4 - 6/5 Antique Festival Midland 

6/5 River Race Paddle Event Holly 

6/5 Motorcycle Swap & Show Kalamazoo 

6/9 Hot Rod Tour Muskegon 

6/9 - 6/22 Antique Tractor Show Ravenna 

6/11 Lake Trout Festival Lanse 

6/11 Fishing Tournament Marenisco 

6/10 - 6/12 Hatchet Festival Bad Axe 

6/11 Maritime Festival Mackinaw City 

6/10 - 6/12 Gizzard Fest Potterville 

6/16 - 6/18 Seafood Festival Houghton 

6/17 - 6/19 Bridgefest Houghton 

6/17 - 6/19 Hot Air Balloon Rally Traverse City 

6/18 Chain Drive Festival Houghton 

6/18 NASCAR Brooklyn 

6/18 Fishing Tournament Copper Harbor 

6/17 - 6/19 Air Dogs Kalamazoo 

6/18 - 6/19 Wilderness Encampment Shelby Township 

6/19 River Cruise Drummond Island 

6/18 - 6/26 Ag Expo Ithaca 

6/24 Soo Locks Engineers Day Sault Sainte Marie 

6/23 - 6/26 Flea Roast & Ox Market Irons 

6/23 - 6/26 Tugboat Rendezvous St. Ignace 

6/24 - 6/26 River Roar Boat Race Bay City 

6/25 Lumberjack Breakfast Newberry 

6/24 - 6/26 Balloonfest Howell 

6/26 Log Cabin Day Rockland 

6/27 - 6/29 Civil War Camp Lansing 

6/30 - 7/2 Fireworks Festival Bay City 

7/1 - 7/2 Pasty Fest Calumet 

6/30 - 7/4 Balloon Festival Battle Creek 

6/30 - 7/4 Pickerel Tournament Algonac 

7/2 Monster Truck Madness Mt. Pleasant 

7/1 - 7/4 Tugboat Parade Sault Sainte Marie 

7/3 Cardboard Boat Race Bergland 

7/4 Maritime Festival Alpena 

7/2 - 7/9 Cherry Festival Traverse City 

FREE FISHING WEEKEND                      

JUNE 11 & 12  

 

All fishing license fees will be waived for two days. 
Residents and outstate visitors may enjoy fishing on 
both inland and Great Lakes' waters for all species 

of fish. All fishing regulations will still apply.  

Rick Patridge     810-597-1327     patridge1@charter.net 

The Natural Resources Commission tentatively agreed to let 

hunters spread up to two gallons of bait at each hunting site 

throughout the Lower Peninsula, except for the section 

where bovine TB 

remains a problem.   

     The commission 

also would allow 

recreational feeding 

statewide, except 

for the bovine TB 

zone.  

     The commission will vote on its proposed new policy 

June 9 in Lansing.  

     The vote next month also includes a request to the Legis-

lature for stiffer fines and hunting license suspensions for 

those who exceed the baiting limits. 

Baiting Issue 
Continues 
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Michigan Required Equipment Checklist  

indicates the equipment is required by state law. 

 

Required Equipment PWC Boat Less than 16'  Boat 16' to Less than 26' 

Boating Safety Certificate On Board 
1 1 1 

1) Applicable for some operators. See Who May Operate for details. 

Certificate of Number On Board 
   

Validation Decals Displayed 
   

PFDs: Type I, II, or III (one per person) 
2 3 3 

2) Those on PWCs must wear a PFD at all times. Inflatable PFDs may not be used.  

PFD: Type IV     
 

Type B-1 Fire Extinguisher 
   

Ignition Safety Switch 
 

    

Backfire Flame Arrestor 
 

Required on inboard and 
stern drives only. 

Required on inboard and 
stern drives only. 

Ventilation System 
   

Muffler 
   

Horn, Whistle, or Bell 
Required only on the Great 
Lakes and waters con-
nected to the Great Lakes.  

Required only on the Great 
Lakes and waters con-
nected to the Great Lakes.   

Daytime Visual Distress Signals     
Required only on the Great 
Lakes and waters connected 

Nighttime Visual Distress Signals n/a 
Required only on the Great 
Lakes and waters con-
nected to the Great Lakes. 

Required only on the Great 
Lakes and waters connected 
to the Great Lakes. 

Navigation Lights n/a 
6 6 

6) Unpowered vessels (sailboats under sail, rowboats, etc.) are required only to have on hand a flashlight or a lantern on hand.  

Chart below found at:: http://www.boat-ed.com/mi/handbook/checklist.htm 

http://www.boat-ed.com/mi/handbook/whomayoperate.htm
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12 Acres and Home 

Hale, Iosco County 

Listed at: $65,000 
Use this home and acreage for hunting base, retirement spot or 

home business. Located right on M -65 and close to town it in-

cludes 3 bedroom home, 20x26 garage, plus finished 40x30 pole 

barn. Property is a great mix of poplar, pines and even a small 

stand of apple trees. Year -round access wonôt be an issue here... 

hunting, great fishing near -by, snowmobile, ATV's, you name it!  

Rick Patridge     810-597-1327     patridge1@charter.net 

ON THE MARKETON THE MARKET   

100 Acres and Home 

Cass City, Tuscola County 

Listed at: $575,000 
Gated asphalt drive leads back to seclusion of log sided home in 

the pines on the banks of the Cass River. Deck overlooks river, 

nice landscaping and an occasional deer or turkey. Well main-

tained home with lodge décor, natural stone fireplace and many 

windows giving warm cabin feel. Year round enjoyment with 

mowed trails for hiking/ATVs, feed plots, box blinds, great fishing, 

tubing, canoeing and a garage. If you love nature, this is it. Also 

available, up to 180 acres including an execu-

tive home and 1/2 mile of riverfront.  
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                                                                   17 Acres 

                                                 North Branch, Lapeer County 

                                                           Listed at: $49,900 
Looking for a place where the big bucks hide out? This is it! Wild 

and woolly cedars looks like youôre hunting somewhere in the UP 

yet only 3 miles west of M -53. Also includes a pond, gated drive, 

creek and a couple deer blinds too. Lots of deer sign found here. 

This property looks like a place where you would see deer all day, 

not just at dusk and dawn.  


