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Archery season kicks off this
month so
time to look back on some past
experiences. Safe to say | have-
ndét exactly had
the deer numbers with my great
bow success. | do enjoy being in
the woods and seeing deer go
past. It does however get a bit
annoying when they
snicker and point in their
passing. Apparently my
prowess with a bow has
become well know in locallé
deer circles. No, not man
have fallen to the freezer
from my bow hunting abilif:
ties, but there are many
stumps and trees that
greatly fear my arrival in
the woods come October

1st, Picture taken AFTER | dropped my arrow. | this task, me bent over

The Other Day in the Woods...

l unch ti me,
or he spent the rest of the day
nosing around the backpack on
then floor lof the blihde @otta tedl n
you, those little guys have
plenty of sharp looking teeth
and | did not want him up my
pant leg. Every time he showed

a n d ayarrowdhitingoadatget.eAfter
f i gur e dave godeshingifor im o eat

“9%1 arrow at the last second. It

they ran away | got up to start
tracking. What | found instead
was my arrow neatly stuck in a
26 poplar sapl:i
was the first time my arrow had
been intercepted by a tree, but
this tree was only 5 feet from
my bl ind.
jumped in the path of the

4 never ceases to amaze me
how
¥ become in a tree. | mean
il geez, it went straight in,
there are no barbs to keep
t from being pulled right

| back out, but yet it takes

| the skills of a surgeon to

2 from a tree. It was during

| started bow hunting back in
1978. My first bow was a Bear
Kodiak Magnum recurve. Paid
$20 bucks for it at Kmart.
Matched it up with some of
those $1 each cedar arrows
and headed to the woods of
Gratiot County. My first few
years wer eé
| did see deer, lots of them, but
the only thing | seemed to be
able to hit were all those dang
trees surrounding the deer. One
day in particular | was setting in
an old log and stick blind my
dad and | had fashioned. Noth-
ing special about the blind, ex-
cept that a mink had also taken
up residence in the same blind
and he required you bring an
extra sandwich for him. It was
kind of like a mob payoff thing.
Every time you sat in the blind,
out came the mink, right around

up | had the sandwich all bro-
ken into little mink size pieces,
setting atop one of the logs.
Hedd spend
slowly feeding his way thru the
pieces and when finished he
left. Strangely you never saw
him again till your next visit.

we | lgyessing the'shn@iviich filédl N Jyards of me. Adrenalin must

him up and then it was time for
a nap.

Another trip to this same
blind proved to be a very excit-
ing, though exasperating morn-
ing. Right after daylight | had a
group of deer move past within
20 yards to my west. A deer at
the back of the group was a
nice fat 8 point. He slowed just
long enough to give me a clear
shot and | sent an arrow in his
direction. | heard that familiar
SWACK noise associated with

a b o u tbehihdherrome rofithe biggest

grunting and cursing, whit-
tling and hacking, that I noticed
directly on the other side of the
blind came another doe and

bucks |1 6ve seen
The wide racked ten point was
hot on the does trail and they
were going to pass within 20

have kicked in cause with one
last yank the arrow came free. |
had no other arrows with me, so
| loaded the recently freed ar-
row back on the rest and sent it
flying at the 10 point. | was ec-
static, the shot looked great,
and again there was the SWACK
noise. All good signs| thought.

I made my way over to where
the deer had been and sure
enough, no arrow in sight. |
spent 20 minutes looking for
blood, only to find the arrow

Continued...

Rick Patridge 8106597-1327 patridgel@charter.net www.hunting4land.com

Il dm sjr

o0stucko aj



MiCHIGAN

OUTDOOR PROPERTIES

FINS, FEATHERS & FUR Page 2

continuéti The Other Day in the Woods...

stuck in yet another sapling, at This was like going from a bicycle right away. One there seemed to
least 10 yards beyond where the  to a Ferrari for me. | figured this  be a lot more noise than normal,
buck had been. The arrow was  was going to be almost too easy. my knee felt like someone had hit
clean, no blood in sight. Backto  we | | |, t hat s wh ame with athanonergand some-
whittling and grunting, hacking thing much larger than the arrow

and cursing. Yep, trees fear me, My first trip out with the new  \as scooting thru the woods right
the deer, we | | hoe tedulted is anew experience apgdt the deer, which had fallen
they know me. for me. Nope | ddiyéhnidobk a@dtiple sécondsdd? I -

B but | found out a bow can scoot all my senses to come back into
I 6ve spent man yprefyFastshruithe wdods.&reah  focys, during which the deer got

WOOdS, bow in hand, since that theredos a stor y lgae(mld a?lcgwalkeH Offhl@ §|de§) een

first trip in 1978. Made the Jump  practicing with the new bow and  heaying in and out in a labored
from my recurve to an old White-  got to where | could hita 6 inch  fashion. First thing | noticed right
tail hunter not long after com- circle at 30 yards with pretty good  away was | no longer seemed to
pound bows made their arrival. — consistency. Come opening day | haye a bow, it was gone some-
ThOUght it seemed easier to shoot, headed out, ready to avenge the where. When | tried to stand up to
my results were much the same.  deerless curse. Finally the deer  gyryey the situation my knee

The heavier poundage I couldnow woul d end t heir &ui‘&l&ly?eknﬁe krlow tHere whsha€ ¥ © d

draw with the compound only see a new sheriff in town now by problem there too. What I eventu-
helped to send the broad heads  golly. Opening day found me again ally figured out was that when |
deeper into the stumps and trees.  in my favorite blind, anticipation  rejeased the arrow the limb of the
Heck a few years back | even running wild. Long about 9AM @ o had come in contact with my
bought a new bow from a friend of |gne doe came strolling by well knee, causing the bow to launch
mine. It was an Oneida; slick, slim \ithin my 30 yard range. As usual and head down range about as
and fast. Probably for me the clos- ghe stopped to chuckle a bit at the fast as the arrow. It was really
est thing to a top end bow | ever  guy sitting in the blind, figuring amazing that no one including the

owned. | took it right down to the  there was no reason for alarm.  geer got injured. | found my bow

local bow shop and had them set Ha... out and up came the new 30 yards away in the woods, the

it up with all the goodies. lwas  secret weapon, the snickering was arrow in roughly the same area,
absolutely stunned when 1 got o ahout to end. Slowly, back to full - and 1o this day | can still hear the
send an arrow down range With - draw... cross hairs centered just  goe as she trotted away, sides
this bow. At 20 yards it seemed  pehind the front shoulder, kisser  heaving with laughter.

the arrow hit the target Ilterally as putton anchored f|rm|y in the cor-

soon as | released it from the bow. ner of mouth, breathing slowed, Okay, haha, bu

t

Why | was used to being able to gl systems go. At the release of  now | have a crossbow! the laugh-

actually watch the arrow in flight. the arrow I noticed a couple things ter will end THIS YEAR ! 1 1 |

With bow hunting seas
only fitting we have a hunting hot spot. This

mont hds Il ocation is

Game Area with literally thousands of acres open to hunting. Good deer numbers and excellent acces

make this a fine place t &2dndnerthlofUMdinboth Gratistarddo c a
Saginaw Counties. Google map the town of Marion Springs and that will get you right in the middle of th
action. Thereds a smal/l store/gas station and
test and some very nice bucks are taken from both private and state grounds. Take a minute and log on
the Michigan DNR website and download yourself a map of the State Game Area. The area has plenty ¢
parking lots and miles of trails that wander through the woods and fields. Terrain is relatively flat, though
there are small ridges. I n a wet fall youdre |
acorns. This is an agricultural area as wel |l S
the early part of the season and then better densities of deer in the heavier woods as the season pro-
gresses. There are also squirrels, rabbits, grouse, turkeys, waterfowl, and a few pheasants too. As alwa:
give me a shout if you need more info.
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”'; 39+/ Acres $1 59, 900

Nice piece of property all set up for you to fill
your deer tag this fall. Clover fields, woods,
large pond, and located on a paved road. Lots
of deer runways snaking thru the woods and
fields. Plenty of trees to hang a stand to over-
look the clover fields. Property consists of 3
separate parcel numbers. There are some olde
sheds toward the front of the property that
could be used for storing your hunting equip-
ment or toys. Subject to Twp approval of split.

St.Clair County Ruby Area
12 Acres, River, Home
$159,900

High on the banks of Mill Creek just outside the
historic village of Ruby you'll find this home built a
the turn of the 20th century. Locals say the home |
was used during the logging era and at one time - '

was a gem with wide plank floors, high ceilings, and double fireplaces. Solid home but currently
need of renovation. It rests on 12 acres with astonishing views! The drop from the house to the
river is about 75 feet but other sections of the acreage are more rolling and leads down to aboult
1800 ft. of riverfront. There is direct access to Port Huron State Game Area, and several hundred
feet of road frontage. Hunting and fishing abounds! Deer and turkey are often seen right in the
yard. This section of Mill Creek is just up stream from where it joins the Black River so you may
even see an occasion sal mon working itdés why t

in
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Sanilac County Croswell Area
12 Acres, Pond, Finished Pole Barn
Asking: $58,900
Sold: $57,500

Dawn Monday with her first deer shot on
14 acres they bought last year in Tuscola
County near Vassar. Good Job Dawn!

B71F O 08/26/11 09:37 PM  SCHRINER

Brent Schriner sent these trail camera pictures of a couple nice 8 points that he says are on hisli$iit for
this year. Last year he was lucky enough to arrow an 8 and 9 point. Good luck Brent and thanks for sharing!
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Information below from USDA & DNR web sites.

Asian Tiger Mosquitoesarrived accidentally in 1985 on tires imported from Ja-
pan. They aggressively bite humans and can carry the West Nile Virus. They have
black and white stripes on legs and body and are larger than our standard Michigai
mosquito. Tiger Mosquito eggs can be laid near water not directly in water. Though
they are native to tropic conditions they are adapting and hibernate over winter.

Emerald Ash Borer another accidental import from a 2002 Asian cargo ship.
North American trees have no i mmunity
million ash trees in SE Michigan alone.

Purple Loosetrifehas been spreading in the US '

brought from Eurasia as a oprettyod or- ne
crowding out native species like cat tails. The plants stiff stems are inhospitable to
many types of waterfowl and collect silt and debris that change shallow water habi
driving out frogs and some fish.

Asian Carpwere actually imported from Eurasia in the 1960s for aquaculture.
There are 2 species of Asian cafisilver and bighead. Bighead carp reach 100
pounds and can consume 40% of their body weight daily. The concern is they wilt g
compete native species for food and habitat. The smaller silver carp have a habit o
jumping out of the water when disturbed, creating a safety hazard. Both species
spawn multiple times a year. At this point Asian Carp are within a few miles of Lakg
Michigan. The Corps of Engineers is trying to stop them by using electrical barriers
the Chicago Ship Canal that connects the Great Lakes to the Mississippi. DNA tes
indicates that some carp may have slipped through so lllinois DNR has recently
treated the area with a fish toxicant.

Quagga Mussekbhowed up around 1989 from the ballast water of a Ukrainian
ship. They eat large amounts of plankton thereby taking in pollutants making them
harmful when eaten by wildlife. They also clog watietake pipes. Very similar to the
Zebra Mussel.
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