
     The next experience oc-

curred when we lived in Vassar.  

It was our first home in the 

country. I was out mowing the 

grass and had just stopped to 

take a breather. My wife came 

around the house with an odd 

grin saying a goat was standing 

on the front porch. Round the 

house we went and sure 

enough a goat was 

standing on the 

porch! A goat with a 

collar and leash. 

Pretty cool animal 

and friendlier than 

many of the cats 

people had dropped 

off at the curb. We 

even had thoughts 

of keeping the thing 

until it tried pushing 

thru the screen door 

to come inside. We 

wound up walking it 

down the road with itõs leash 

and collar to a neighbor who 

had a bunch of farm animals. 

Having seen its ability to jump 

and run on the back porch RAIL-

ING,  it was probably better off 

on the farm. Dang goat acted 

better on the leash than my 

dog. Walked right along beside 

me, never flinching when cars 

drove by. 

     One Sunday afternoon we 

were out cruising around, just 

enjoying the views. As we drove 

by a small herd of cattle I no-

ticed a cow mooing profusely, I 

mean a full body moo. She was 

staring at some sort of low 

ground block structure. We 

pulled over to see what the 

commotion was about and   

     Sometimes things can get a 

bit interesting when you spend 

lots of time on the road. One of 

those òDid I just see what I 

thought I saw?ó type moments.   

     One such òmomentó oc-

curred while my wife and I were 

driving just a few miles north of 

Lapeer and a large sheep (yes 

sheep) darted across  

M-24 headed straight 

for Nolanõs Farm store. 

Lucky for the sheep... 

traffic was light. We 

pulled over and right 

behind us came the 

farmer, rubber boots 

and all. After about 15 

minutes of some great 

defensive moves the 

farmer and I were able 

to get the sheep cor-

nered. Donõt know if 

youõve ever stared 

down a 150-200 

pound sheep but they can be 

intimidating (Ok, maybe only for 

a city boy like me). When it tried 

to make a run for it we both 

tried our best open field football 

tackle. Somehow the farmer, 

even with rubber boots, wound 

up with a nice neck take down 

tackle and I wound up lying face 

first on the ground, missed the 

sheep all together. Took us a 

good 15 more minutes just to 

get the smelly beast back in the 

farmerõs truck.  

     Another adventure occurred 

over near Millington. I squinted 

at an object, obviously an ani-

mal, coming down the middle of 

the road toward me. A cow. Of 

course, right? By the time I got 

stopped and pulled over, the 

cow had taken to the woods. As 

I was scratching my head, I no-

ticed a teenager running full tilt 

in my direction. When he made 

it to my truck he breathlessly 

explained he had just pur-

chased the cow for a 4H project. 

While unloading the steer at the 

barn it bolted and the chase 

began. Again, being the city kid I 

was, I suspected the cow would 

be waiting for us in the woods 

while munching a twig. After all,  

it was at the most a couple min-

utes from the time the cow ran 

into the woods till the boy and I 

gave chase. To our amazement, 

no cow in the woods. Following 

itõs tracks (MUCH bigger than 

deer tracks I must add) we 

came out in a large bean field. 

Far on the other side of the mile 

wide field we saw the tiny dot of 

the cow still running flat out and 

quickly disappearing from sight. 

Wow! I had no idea cows could 

move like that!! Returning to the 

truck, we drove around a couple 

mile square and never did see it 

again. Disappointed young man 

to say the least. 

The Other Day in the Woods... 

www. Hunting 4 Land .com 

Fins, Feathers & Fur  

SEPTEMBER 2011  VOLUME  11  

Rick Patridge   810-597-1327   patridge1@charter.net   www.hunting4land.com 

Rick 

Patridge  

OUTDOOR 

REAL       

ESTATE 
810-597-1327 

patridge1@    

charter.net 

This newsletter is to 
be  considered a 

commercial ad. You 
can opt out of receiv-
ing further emails by 

replying to this    
email with                         

UNSUBSCRIBE                                
in the subject line.  

Inside this issue: 

Page 1 Cont                 

Hot Spots 2 

New on the Market 3 

Trail Cam Pictures 

Sold and Pending 

Deer Scents 
4 

Wildlife Myths 

Grounded Ship 5 

Reduced 6 

Readers Story 7 

Outdoor Weekend 8 

Cont... 



discovered the cow had a calf that 

somehow had fallen into an old 

well shaft. Momma cow didnõt 

know what else to do so she was 

mooing for all she was worth, try-

ing to get some attention I sus-

pect. We drove to the nearest 

house and banged on the door. 

The owner knew who owned the 

cattle, and called the farmer 

to come to the rescue. 

Now this story sort of has 

two parts. The cow and calf (which 

we did manage to retrieve from 

the well, and momma cow was 

very happy) and the second story 

involves the guy whose house we 

stopped at originally. When this 

guy answered the door we wit-

nessed a break in the laws of 

physics!!  He had a lit cigarette in 

his mouth, and the ash part was 

almost the full length of the ciga-

rette. Amazing that nearly the 

entire cigarette was an ash, yet it 

stayed attached while he stood 

there talking to us, cigarette bob-

bing on every word. Funny the 

things you remember... 

     Anyway, goes to show you, you 

never know what a day is going to 

bring your way while wandering 

the woods!! 
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Bear License for 

People with   

Advanced Illness 

and Youth         

Youth age 10-16 

must have been 

unsuccessful in 

the drawing. 

Those interested 

can call the DNR 

at 517-241-1971 

to be added to a 

list. Hunts are 

donated by    

people who were 

selected in draw-

ing but unable to 

participate.  

Fixed Rate        

30 Year           

Financing on 

Vacant Land                    

is available to 

qualified buyers. 

For more info go 

to www.            

greenstonefcs. 

com 

         HOT SPOTSHOT SPOTSHOT SPOTS   
Small game season will be upon us this month, great time to grab your son or daughter, a .22 cal 

rifle and head out squirrel hunting. In fact in this monthõs hotspot you might want to bring along a small 

caliber shotgun if you have one, something like a .410 or 20 gauge. They work great on squirrels and both 

of my picks this month have an ample supply of grouse and woodcock too. 

     Lapeer County is this monthõs location. 5 miles north of the town of Lapeer is the Lapeer State Game 

Area. You can download maps of this area on the Michigan DNR website. Lots of places to chase squirrels 

and grouse out in this area, but my personal favorite is off Valentine Rd, west of M-24. Good parking lot 

access, and a long and winding trail system will give you plenty of places to wander. My best luck here has 

been on days with a slight drizzle. The rain doesnõt seem to bother the squirrels, and when they run thru 

the limbs the falling water gives away their locations. Make a nice slow stroll down the plethora of paths, 

watch the tree tops for movement, and listen for squirrels dropping acorns. There are 3 varieties of squir-

rels found here; fox, blacks, and gray. 

     If youõre looking for grouse and woodcock, check off the paths along the many swales and water holes 

that dot this forested area. The moist ground around the water is a favorite location for both species to find 

food. As always, good luck and give me a shout if you need more info. 

Read the small print 



Lapeer County  *  Attica Area   

20 Acres  *  $80,000 

Located in the rolling hills of Arcadia Twp. this property is approxi-

mately a 50/50 split of woods and croplands with plenty of deer and 

turkey! 1/2 mile from State Land and only 1 mile off Lake Pleasant Rd. 

The center of the acreage is rolling croplands, currently planted in 

soybeans. The woods include oak, maple, poplar, pine and cherry and 

some have been select cut providing good trail access. Plenty of 

places to hang your tree stands. Subject to split approval. 2011 crop 

rights reserved. 
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Roscommon County  

Gladwin Area      

160 Acres  *  $499,900 

Updated Lodge set in a beautiful se-

cluded setting off old railroad bed thru state 

land with towering white pine and beaver dams. Gated drive past 3 

ponds in view from wrap around deck. Knotty pine, fieldstone fire-

place, wood beams. Fully furnished, modern kitchen. 100% wooded, 

trout stream. Woods includes pine, cedar, oak, maple and poplar. 

Deer, turkey, bear, grouse and waterfowl wander the acres.  

Huron County  *  Filion Area   

120 Acres  *  $989,000 

High-fence licensed deer ranch lets you set your own seasons and 

limits with approximately 80 deer. Furnished 3000 sq.ft. home/lodge 

with 5 bedrooms and 3 1/2 baths overlooks 2 large ponds. Large 

heated pole barn with separate bunkroom, bath, kitchen. Fully 

wooded, 4 miles of trails, 7 permanent tree stands, 3 ground blinds. 

The stocked ponds includes bass, bluegill, catfish, trout as well as 

provide some excellent duck and goose hunting. All the comforts; 

home, big bucks, fish and waterfowl. Buyers to be prequalified. 

Montmorency County  *  Atlanta Area   

40 Acres  *  $56,500 

Mostly wooded property located just 1/2 mile off M-33 and only a cou-

ple miles out of Atlanta. Woods are a mix of poplar, pine, evergreen, 

tag elders and brush with a few open areas thrown in for good meas-

ure. Lots of partridge, deer, rabbit, and some elk sign was seen on a 

walk around the parcel. Woods are thick with deer runs thru thickets 

and pines. Many large trees to hang a stand. Drop in a food plot in an 

open area and itõs the perfect mix. Gas well on site not owned but pro-

vides a nice driveway for a possible camp site. 

Sanilac County  *  Snover Area   

75 Acres  *  $240,000 

Looking to get away from it all? Located at end of 3/4 mile drive in the 

middle of a 2 mile section this 1000+ sq ft, 2 bedroom, 1 bath cabin 

has solar, propane appliances, woodstove, well, septic making it an 

honest to goodness "off the grid" kind of place. Mostly finished, needs 

some drywall & carpet. Good mix of maple, oak, cherry, birch and a 

few ash. Select cut 8 years ago and new growth provides both food 

and bedding for deer and turkeys. Still lots of mature timber. 2 raised 

tower blinds with heat and carpeted floors! 

Record # of Road 

Killed Moose                    

August 12th 

broke the past 

record of 8 and 

the year isnõt over 

yet. The peak 

moose/car acci-

dent period in the 

UP starts in Sept. 

Disabled         

Veterans         

Special Deer 

Hunt                    

Sept. 24-25 at 

Ruby Creek Tav-

ern in Branch Mi 

is free to those 

who qualify.  

For info contact                  

Jerry Welcome at 

231-898-2377 or 

rubycreek              

tavern@ruby 

creektavern.com 

Specialty Realtors                   

Some specialize 

in houses but I 

specialize in  

acreage. It makes 

a difference. Find 

out more at www. 

Hunting4Land. 

com or call me     

810-597-1327 

email patridge1@    

charter.net 

Ask to see the 

BIG Buck pics 
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Updated Web 

Site Almost Done! 

Keep watching at 

www.                 

Hunting4Land. 

com                                        

and let us know 

what you think of 

the changes! 

 

AND PENDINGAND PENDINGAND PENDING    

Sharing  
Trial -Cam 
Pictures 

     Want to thank Don, 

Tommy and Anne for 

sharing these Trail-Cam 

pictures. They just got 

their place in June and 

have been busy! Besides 

hanging cameras theyõve 

cut trials and cleared 

shooting lanes for blinds 

& camping. From these 

pictures Iõd say they 

found the right place. 

Deer Scent Test 
Whitetail deer have one of the most sensitive noses in the animal kingdom. Be-

low are results from a Deer Scent Test that Marty Prokop did at freedeerhunting-

tips.com. Test was between less expensive multi-doe urine and more expensive 

single-doe urine. The test was done at the same time, during rut, on natural deer 

scrapes. 
 

Site 1: Scent wick made from multi-doe urine. In 1 week trail cam caught only 1 

spike on multiple days. 
 

Site 2: Scent wick made from single doe urine. 15 different bucks photographed 

in 1 week. 
 

Coincidence? Possibly. Was Site 2 a better location? How old was the urine? 

What about other scents like vanilla or apple?  
 

You still have time this year, try your own test and share the results.  

Scent on            

Hunting Clothes 

can be an issue 

so keep your gear 

separate from 

òregularó      

clothing. Put 

some vegetation 

from the area you 

hunt with your 

hunting clothes 

for cover scent.  

Send Your      

Pictures and   

Stories to: 

patridge1@        

charter.net 

St. Clair County 

Emmett Area 

60 Acres, Barn, Pond 

Asking: $144,900 

Sold: $135,000 

Ogemaw County 

West Branch Area 

10 Acres, Garage 

Asking: $64,000 

Sold: $60,000 

Lapeer County 

North Branch Area 

17 Acres, Pond 

Asking: $49,900 

Sold: $47,000 

Tuscola County 

Vassar Area 

20 Acres 

Asking: $54,000 

Sold: $52,000 
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Wildlife Myths 
RABBITS ABANDON THEIR BABIES. 

FALSE. Mom returns twice a day to nurse and hides the rest of the time to avoid attracting predators. 
 

BATS ARE BLIND. 

FALSE. They donõt see colorñbut they see. Whatõs really cool is that some species live up to 30+ years! 
 

BIRDS BECOME DEPENDENT ON FEEDERS. 

FALSE. Birds use feeders to supplement natural food and wonõt die if you go on vacation.  
 

DEER HAVE BEEN LEFT WITH NO HABITAT. 

FALSE. Deer thrive in patchy woods/fields and suburbia fits the bill perfectlyé especially when gardens and 

birdfeeders provide year-round buffets.  
 

CANADA GEESE STICK AROUND BECAUSE THEY FORGOT HOW TO MIGRATE. 

MAYBE. òResidentó birds are descendants of captive-bred geese introduced by wildlife agencies. As a result, 

transplanted geese never learned to migrate from their parents. 
 

IF YOU GET CLOSE TO A SKUNK, YOUõLL ALWAYS GET SPRAYED. 

FALSE. A skunk sprays to defend themselves, like when Fido tries to bite them. Skunks canõt òreloadó fast so 

instead of wasting their odiferous weapon they will stamp their front feet as a warning before spraying. 
 

ANYTIME YOU SEE A RACCOON DURING THE DAY IT HAS RABIES. 

FALSE. Although Raccoons are normally nocturnal, they are also  òopportunisticó and will appear whenever 

food is around especially in spring/summer when a mom raccoon is nursing cubs. 
 

PORCUPINES THROW THEIR QUILLS. 

FALSE. The 20,000 quills on their back/tail only come off on contact and can take 6 months to grow back! 
 

SQUIRRELS REMEMBER WHERE THEY HIDE THEIR NUTS.  

FALSE. They just have a really keen sense of smell. 
 

TOUCHING BABY BIRDS WILL MAKE PARENTS REJECT THEM. 

FALSE. Most birds donõt have a well-developed sense of smell.  
 

MOSQUITOES ONLY EAT BLOOD. 

FALSE. Female mosquitoes feed on blood only when they are  

ready to lay eggs and need an extra dose of protein. Other than  

that, male & female mosquitoes eat flower nectar. 
 

SKIN-SO-SOFT PRODUCTS REPEL MOSQUITOES. 

TRUE. University of Florida says anything with citronella is  

effective for 3-10 MINUTES after application. Minutes? Really. 
 

MOSQUITOES DIE AFTER BITING. 

FALSE. Unfortunately, they live to bite again and again and again and again and again and againéé.. 

     The picture looks like an episode from Gilligan's Island! On Tuesday 7/26/11 

high waves near Empire Michigan in the northwest part of the state blew out the 

window of the Sleeping Bear Sand Dunes Cruise Ship. Waves were at least 2-4 

feet but some estimates put them as high as 8 feet. The water caused electronic 

damage and the boat took on water. The captain radioed for help and then 

grounded the boat on the beach. Most of the passengers had to wade or swim to 

shore but a few who were unable to wade or swim were rescued by a Coast Guard 

helicopter. Inspectors and investigators from the Coast Guard said the boat's steel 

hull appears to be in good condition but it will need a full inspection before it can 

operate again.  

Lake Michigan Cruise Ship Grounded 

State Land Limit 

Bill 248                    

is going to the 

House this fall 

and will limit the 

amount of land 

held by the DNR 

to 4.65 Million 

Acres. Michigan 

has the most 

public land of any 

state east of the 

Mississippi. 

I Represent YOU 

as a Buyerõs 

Agent so if you 

see another  

Realtorõs sign or 

ad, give me a call 

and let me help 

you negotiate   

the sale.  
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REDUCED! 

Hunting Leases? 

Try:                          

TrophyLandLease.com          

NonTypical             

Properties.com                     

HuntingLease               

Network.com 

With 30 yr financing 

maybe owning is an 

optioné. go to www.           

greenstonefcs.com 

Lake County  *  Irons Area 

29 Acres w/Cabin  *  Reduced to $114,000 

This well maintained 2 bedroom + loft cabin is in the perfect òUp-Northó 

spot. Bordering Manistee National Forest and within minutes from Little 

and Big Manistee, Pine and Pere Marquette Rivers you will enjoy fishing, 

boating, swimming, ATV and snowmobiling not to mention great hunting 

on your own property with established food plots and deer blinds. 

Sanilac County  *  Deckerville Area 

10 Acres w/2 Travel Trailers & Pole Barn  *  Reduced to $79,000 

Only 1/2 mile from Lake Huron this mostly wooded acreage is the perfect 

get-away spot! Large barn has power, water plus 2 spotless travel trailers 

with electric, A/C, heat, water. Property has also passed a perk test and 

has a small pond. Trails throughout lead to box blinds and tree stands. 

Located just off pavement on a quiet dead end road with gated drive. 

Sanilac County  *  Croswell Area 

11 Acres w/Finished Pole Barn  *  Reduced to $58,900 

Weekend Retreat with all the comforts of home. 30x32 Pole Barn is in-

sulted and has a woodstove and bunks. Fish from your dock on stocked 

pond. Ready to hunt with 3 blindsñ1 elevated. Woods has a bit of every-

thing; oak, maple, pine. Property also has well, electric and gated drive-

way. Located only 10 minutes from Lexington and Lake Huron Beaches.   

Sanilac County  *  Carsonville Area 

80 Acres w/Travel Trailer  *  Reduced to $199,900 

Ideal Hunting Camp includes mowed site with travel trailer. Only 5 miles 

from Lake Huron on a paved road you wonõt find a better ready-made 

hunting spot. 60 acres are heavily wooded with maple, birch and apple, 

20 acres are planted on a yearly basis. Great terrain mix including ridges, 

lower areas plus a creek. Owner takes bucks & long beards every year.  

St. Clair County  *  Avoca Area 

128 Acres w/Home and Buildings  *  Reduced to $550,000 

Beautiful Mill Creek Frontage. 5 bedroom farm home and several out-

buildings overlook rolling pastures and productive, tillable fields. The 

woods are a great mix of hardwood with high ridges. Wonderful quiet, 

country setting. This is the perfect spot to call your new home, hobby or 

horse farm, or hunting camp. Deer, turkey, pheasants, rabbit, fishing plus 

room to roam with ATVs, snowmobiles, or saddle up a horse! 

Clean Water       

Cooperative Act  

was approved in 

July with many con-

cerns. Proponents 

say it will reign in 

the EPA while oth-

ers say it will allow  

water conditions to 

deteriorate because 

the EPA will have to 

weigh their actions 

based on how it 

could adversely 

effect jobs.  
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November 12, 1988. It was my first deer and a day that would change my life forever. As 

a novice bow-hunter I had practiced many times before that day. Was my shot the best 

ever? Probably not, but I knew that deer was big so I prayed my shot was good enough to 

take him down. He didnõt go far. Dad helped me trail the buck that crisp November morn-

ing and upon discovery that the first deer of my life was a 7-point buck I could hardly con-

tain myself. This twenty-eight year old young woman could do nothing more than jump up 

and down in disbelief that this moment was real. Is that rush and excitement what got 

me hooked? Yes, most definitely. 

Hunting has become part of who I am and I thank my father for that. Nothing in the world 

will ever compare to the day I harvested my first deer and having my dad there with me is 

a moment I will cherish forever. Every opening day for the past 26 years has been shared 

with dear old dad. It has become our time and our tradition. 

Though our hunting locations have changed through the years and our dynamic duo be-

came a trio when I got married, the excitement and anticipation of opening 

day is always there. It is marked on the calendar and circled in red. All vaca-

tion time for this sacred event is planned well in advance. The entire family 

knows, without a doubt, where the three of us will be on November 15. 

(Come to think of it, from October 1 through the end of December is òOur 

Timeó). 

Being in the woods is my church. It is, for me, a truly religious and spiritual 

experience. It gives me the feeling of truly being happy and thankful to be 

alive and well and able to spend hours on end among nature. Seeing the 

woods come to life at daybreak, to watching the forest and its creatures pre-

pare for nightfall are just a couple of the rewards I, as a hunter, have the 

privilege of being part of. Where else can you be in full camo, while a chicka-

dee lands on your shoulder thinking you are just part of a tree? Or silently 

sitting in a ground blind while turkey hunting and a badger walks several feet 

away, completely unaware that you are there. Where else can you try to out-

wit one of natureõs wiliest creatures, the white-tailed deer, on their own turf, 

as an intruder in their space? It is truly a privilege and a gift none of us 

should ever take for granted. 

And so every opportunity I can, I go hunting. One never knows when another 

chance may present itself. Hunting is an opportunity to carry on the tradition. 

Itõs a chance to practice responsible harvests. Itõs about providing food for 

your self, your family and friends. Itõs about that bowl of hot venison stew 

after a long cold day in the woods. Itõs a chance to feel peace with oneself, to 

breath the fresh air and feel the warm sunshine. Itõs about an experience that 

is good for the soul. 

And Itõs mostly because itõs who I am. 

By Jackie Green 

Dad and I with my first deer. 7-point Buck, 

Tuscola County, November 13, 1988 

8-point Buck, West Branch  

November 15, 2004 

Thanks to Jackie and Steve for 

sharing this story that ap-

peared on their QDM Co-op 

web site: www.secqdm.com  

Currently they have 80 acres 

for sale near West Branch. 

Their passion for hunting is 

evident in their property. They 

have Quality Deer Managed it 

for years with food plots,      

hinge cuttings, + more.                    

See it on the web site 

www.hunting4land.com  

For the Love of  Hunting 


