
ran over as a half dozen of us 

climbed out of the manhole and 

ran back home. 

   One thing this òhavenó always 

seemed to have plenty of was old 

furniture, tires, and cardboard 

boxes. One of two track trails 

came out on a main road and 

lots of city residents dumped 

their unwanted items on the 

two track. To us kids, many of 

their unwanted items were 

treasures. We seemed to al-

ways be in some state of 

òrearrangingó a fort. The used 

couches and chairs made great 

walls to hide behind during 

lengthy wars with BB guns, dirt 

clods, snow or who knows! 

   Another favorite past time 

was to go out after dark and 

have the police helicopter 

chase us. Seemed all our par-

ents had a police scanner. In that 

neighborhood there was always 

something worth listening toñ

sometimes just to keep abreast 

of a situation. The police had 

their own helicopter to chase bad 

guys, and whenever it came in 

our neighborhood after dark us 

kids made sure they found a 

reason to chase us with their 

searchlight. Hours were spent, 

kids running thru fields with the 

roar of the helicopter above us 

as the light beam searched for 

the òbad guysó. Eventually theyõd 

either catch us in the light beam 

long enough to see it was kids, or 

get called off the search. The 

chase provided us with hours of 

òafter darkó fun Cross Carpenter. 

   Growing up as a kid I lived 

about a block inside the city lim-

its. It was a decent enough place 

to live for many years. It was 

however, the city. Paved streets, 

barking dogs, screaming kids, 

police cars, riots, shootings, rob-

beries, and an occasional inter-

esting character who would 

barricade himself in his house 

and proceed to shoot up the 

neighborhood. That last part 

got a bit unnerving as we had 

the city SWAT team having 

dinner with us for a few hours. 

The situation ended well for 

most except for the idiot doing 

the shooting. He found out it 

would have been much better 

for his health if he had listened 

to the officer and put down his 

30-06 when asked nicely. 

   As kids, our escape from this 

day to day fun was to jump on 

our bikes and head over òCross 

Carpenteró. Cross Carpenter was 

a good 400 acres of fields, 

woods, creeks, fencerows, and 

two tracks located a block to the 

north of my neighborhood. This 

haven was no doubt owned by 

someone, but in my 15 years of 

wandering we never knew the 

owner. It was almost like state 

land, open to all who cared to 

check it out. To us as kids it was 

indeed nirvana. No parents to tell 

us what to do. If we wanted to 

ride our bikes off 5 foot home-

made dirt ramps and try to jump 

over the creek, well by golly, you 

could. Fortunately there was only 

one kid who took that dare. Much 

like Evel Knievel he found out 

gravity will normally win. Heck he 

is probably still paying that dental 

bill. Funny how your teeth donõt 

bend when they come in contact 

with a handlebar. 

   One of our excursions involved 

finding the headwaters of the 

creek that crossed this acreage. It 

just seemed to materialize from a 

large tube. Course we had to run 

home, grab all the flashlights we 

could find, and see what lay inside 

the tube. I still cringe when I think 

of our group slowly making our 

way deeper and deeper inside this 

cement tube, water rushing by our 

feet. One by one the dozen flash-

lights we òborrowedó from home, 

batteries dying, and the lights 

flickering to black. Then suddenly 

up ahead we could see a faint hint 

of light. Making our way to the 

source, we found a set of steel 

steps. At the top of the steps was 

a cover of some sort, a very heavy 

cover. It took a couple of us to 

shove it up and out of the way. On 

the other sideé a busy county 

highway!!! We had managed to 

find our way down a good half mile 

of tunnel and came up in the mid-

dle of the road. Lord knows how 

we managed to keep from getting 

The Other Day in the Woodsé Cross Carpenter 
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This newsletter is to 
be  considered a 

commercial ad. You 
can opt out of receiv-
ing further emails by 

replying to this    
email with                         

UNSUBSCRIBE                                
in the subject line.  

The òCross Carpenteró Gang 
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ò...What Weõve 

Been Hearing,      

I think We     

Probably Took As 

Many Deer        

As Last Yearó  

said DNR deer 

specialist Brent 

Rudolph in Dec.1 

interview with MI 

Outdoor News 

YES                

There IS            

Vacant Land      

Financing!          

Greenstone Farm 

Credit Service 

offers 30 Year, 

Fixed Rate      

Financing. Go to: 

www.greenstone 

fcs.com 

No More Post 

Cards for Hunters 

Who Shoot 

Banded             

Waterfowl        

instead you call a 

toll-free number 

inscribed on the 

band, provide 

basic harvest 

info, and the bird-

banding lab will 

furnish the same 

info via email. 

Besides all the gas moneyé I 

love all the driving I do around 

the state. I see some crazy and 

funny things!  

 

Many of you will know exactly 

where I saw this tractor. It was 

sitting next to M-90 near Cros-

well for quite awhile.  

If it was ME driving this piece of 

equipment it would need to say 

òStudent Driveró not òStunt 

Driveró. Too bad I donõt know 

the story behind the signé bet 

itõs a doosie! 

Drey Nests are leafy clumps at the tops of decidu-

ous trees built by squirrels. Squirrel Nests. They 

may look haphazard but actually thereõs a lot of 

engineering that goes into that ball of leaves. The 

typical Drey Nest is built with twigs and leaves on 

the outside, acting as waterproof shingles. Inside 

theyõre lined with a layer of the shredded inner 

bark of dead trees or fur making it a toasty place 

on a raging winter day. Often several squirrels will 

roost together to share the warmth. Mother Na-

ture knew winter would be tough on such small 

mammals so Squirrels actually grow additional 

hair on their feet in winter months.  

Whatõs A òDrey Nestó? 

Trail Cam Picture as seen by John Coon near Atlanta  
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Specialty Realtors                   

Some specialize in 

houses. I specialize 

in acreage. There is 

a BIG difference. 

Target Your Buyers. 

Donõt waste time 

looking at the 

wrong property. 

This is my job.         

Not a hobby.        

Find out more at 

Hunting4Land.com 

or call me             

810-597-1327 

email     

patridge1@charter.

net 

DNR Invites Deer 

Hunters to Report 

Deer-Hunting 

Activity Online     

at https://

secure1.state.mi. 

us/deersurvey/ 

Black Bear       

Photographed in 

Grand Rapids    

on tree farm with 

a trail camera. 

Along with       

another death 

along a highway 

some  believe 

bears are moving 

farther south.  

Lapeer County - Imlay City Area 
51 Acres Lakefront 

199,900 

Sportsman's paradise! 51 acres + waterfront located south of I-

69 makes for easy commute or great weekend get-away! This 

property is rolling, partially wooded, has frontage on deep spring 

fed McNally Lake, plus a private 3+ acre 18' deep pond stocked 

with bass, bluegill and catfish. Besides great fishing youõll find 

deer and turkeys roaming the woods and fields and ducks and 

geese landing on the pond. You can also ride ATVs, snowmo-

biles, horsesé the possibilities are up to you! Many good food 

plot locations or put the land into farming. Looking to build? 

Driveways are in and lead back to potential build sites overlooking lakes. Overhead power and natural gas 

available. Give me a call and weõll go for a walk. Sale subject to third party approval.  

One of the best managed pieces of property youõll find! 

Food plots, select cuts, hinge cuttings, trails, and blinds. You get all the rewards without all the front end 

work! Property is a beautiful rolling mix of Oak, Maple, Poplar, Pine and Cedar with South Eddy Creek wind-

ing through the property. Youõll see deer, grouse, waterfowl, squirrel, turkey and yes even bear. Also includes 

a nice rustic cabin with gas lights and heat and separate bunk area. Located only 6 miles from West Branch. 

West Branch Area 
77Acres w/Rustic Cabin 

$179,000 
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Memorial      

Markers          

when you see 

them along the 

roadside take a 

minute, stop, and 

learn more about 

our Michigan 

Heritage.  

AuSable River-

boat Heritage 

memorial in    

Grayling com-

memorates the 

original 1872 

boat designed 

and built for     

fishing the river.  

Elk Reintroduc-

tion marker in 

Atlanta com-

memorates the 

1917 re-

establishment of 

Rocky Mountain 

Elk. The heard 

thrives to this 

day. 

Operation 

Mooselift marker 

commemorates 

the reintroduction 

of Canadian 

moose to the UP 

in 1985 and is 

found inside Van 

Riper State Park 

on Lake            

Michigamme. 

Send Your      

Pictures and   

Stories to: 

patridge1@        

charter.net 

Livingston CountyñFowlerville Area  

38 Acres with Barn  

Listed: $109,000 Sold: $97,000 

 

Lapeer CountyñAttica Area  

20 Acres  

Listed: $80,000 Sold: $65,000 

 

Genesee Countyñ Byron Area  

40 Acres  

Listed: $125,000 Sold: $80,000 
Andrew Robinson age 11 with his 

first deer taken near Hubbard Lake 

Johnny Mistretta with a St. Clair 

River Sturgeon  

and and and PENDINGPENDINGPENDING    

CLOSED $3M+ in 2011! 
2011 was my best year since 2007...                                                       

AND ALL I sell is hunting and recreational properties.  

Houses and Acreage ARE different                                                                       

and require a different kind of Realtor.  

Selling? I have the tools to properly market your property.  

Buying? I have the outdoor experience to help guide your search.  

Give me a call or email                                                                                                     

810-597-1327 or patridge1@charter.net  



You Might Live in Michigan If...  

Somehow the phrases below got credited to Jeff Foxworthy but I canõt really imagine he would do a whole rou-
tine on Michigan! If youõre from Michigan you could probably come up with a few of your own. 

 
You Might Live in Michigan... 

If your local Dairy Queen is closed from September through May 
If someone in a Home Depot store offers you assistance and they don't even work there 

If you've worn shorts and a jacket at the same time 
If you've had a lengthy telephone conversation with someone who dialed a wrong number 

If you measure distance in hours 
If you know several people who have hit a deer more than once 

If you have switched from heat to AC in the same day and back again 
If you can drive 75 mph through 2 feet of snow during a raging blizzard without flinching 

If you install security lights on your house and garage, but leave both doors unlocked 
If you carry jumper cables in your car and your wife knows how to use them 

If you design your kidõs Halloween costume to fit over a snowsuit 

If the speed limit on the highway is 70mph ð youõre going 80 - and everybody is passing you 
If driving is better in the winter because the potholes are filled with snow 

If you know all 4 seasons; almost winter, winter, still winter and road construction 
If you have more miles on our snow blower than your car 

If you find 10 degrees òa little chillyó 
If itõs a sport to gather food by drilling thru 18ó of ice, sit there all day, hoping food swims by 

If you're proud to make national news 96 nights a year because Pellston is the coldest spot in the nation 
If your dad's suntan stops at a line curving around the middle of his forehead 

If your town has an equal number of bars and churches 
If you see people wearing camouflage at social events (including weddings) 

If you can identify a southern or eastern accent 
If your idea of creative landscaping is a statue of a deer next to your blue spruce 

If you were unaware that there is a 
 legal drinking age 

If òDown Southó means Ohio 
If a brat is something you eat 

If your neighbor throws a party to cele-
 brate his new pole barn 

If you go out to a fish fry every Friday 
If your 4th of July picnic was moved 

 indoors due to frost 
If you drink pop and bake with soda 

If your doctor tells you to drink Vernors 
 and you know it's not medicine 

If you can actually drink Vernors with
 out coughing 

If you know what a Yooper is 
If you think owning a Honda is Un-

 American 

If you know that UP is a place, not a 
 direction 

If you know it's possible to live in a thumb 
If you associate someone calling you a "Troll," not with the internet, but with living south of the bridge 

If you know what "the bridge" is 
If you go to the "party store" to stock up on booze New Yearõs Eve 

If you know what a "two line pass" is and that "icing" isn't always a good thing 
If you own at least one bowling shirt 

If the "Big House" is a fun place to be 
If you hear on the radio that school is canceled due to fog 

If you know the difference between a "Rapala" and a "Daredevile" 
If racoons and possums are nothing more than speedbumps 

If you've mowed your lawn twice in one week 
If you've cleaned snow/ice off of your car more than twice in one day 

If deer and Deere have the right-of-way on roads and highway 
If you take your truck hunting...without a gun 
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Archery in                                          

the Schools                           

is a DNR program 

that introduces 

international-style 

target archery to 

students in           

4-12th grades. 

More than 500 

schools across 

Michigan have 

implemented the 

program. The 

DNR offers arch-

ery equipment 

grants to both 

public and private 

schools. For more 

info contact    

Mary Emmons, 

program coordi-

nator, at           

517-241-9477 or 

by email at 

emmonsm@  

michigan.gov 

Lost Hunters 

Found In Less 

Than 4 Hours                                    

after their 911 

call to the Mar-

quette County 

Sheriffõs Depart-

ment thanks to 

GPS coordinates. 
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See Another  

Realtorõs Sign on 

a Property Youõd 

Like to See? 

Great! Give me a 

call and let me do 

your work. Iôll set 

up the appoint-

ment, check the 

facts, and help 

you negotiate the 

sale as YOUR 

Buyers Agent. Call 

810-597-1327 or 

email patridge1 

@charter.net  

A man points to two old drunks sitting across the bar and tells his friend, "That's us in 10 years".  

The friend replies, "That's a mirror, you idiot!ò  

Stefan gave me permission to run the following story 

that he shared on Michigan-Sportsman.com.  

òHad a great evening last night. My 10 year old 

daughter shot her first deer. We sat in a ground 

blind when a little deer came in at 4:30 PM, 120 

yards out. She rested the muzzleloader on a mono 

pod and pulled the trigger. Right after the shot she 

started crying because the deer ran off and she 

believed she missed it. We reviewed the movie file 

in the blind and saw that she must have hit it about 

five inches rearward of a perfect shot. We gave it 45 

minutes and while we started tracking, a DNR offi-

cer had seen us and came over to help tracking. It 

got dark fast, but a good blood trail lead us to the 

deer about 80 yards from where it was shot. A big thanks goes to the great officer who made it really fun for 

my daughter to track the deer and even gave us a ride back to the car.ó  

The info below was taken from an article in Michigan Outdoor News December 9, 2011 by Gary Clancy. 

òBecause of the position of (deerõs) eyes on the side of their heads instead of in front like our own, a white-

tailed deer can see a remarkable 310 degrees all at once. Then by moving itõs head a mere 50 degrees, it 

can scan the full 360 degrees.ó 

ò(Deer) are challenged in the depth-of-field department. This likely is why youõll see a deer bobbing itõs head 

up and down and from side to side when it sees something that makes it suspicious, but it cannot identify 

that something.ó 

òWhen it comes to seeing in poor light, itõs no contest. The white-tailed deer can see very well in dim light 

where you and I can barely see at all. This is because a whitetailõs eyes have many more rods, which are the 

light-receptor cells in the eye, than we have in our own eyes. Also, the pupil in a deerõs eye expands much 

larger than our own. This allows the eyes of a deer to capture more of the available light.ó  

òScientists have determined that deer see color much like a 

color-blind person. A color-blind hunter will be missing the red 

sensors. By dissecting deer eyes and running tests with pen-

raised deer, wildlife experts have determined that deer are 

very good at seeing blue-violet, the very wavelengths that we 

hunters have the most difficulty seeing. One study concluded 

that white-tailed deer are at least eight times more sensitive to 

the ultraviolet wavelengths. What this means is that if the fab-

ric of the clothing you and I wear while hunting has been 

treated with ultraviolet brightenersñand almost all of it is-deer 

will be seeing our camouflage not as a blend of shades of 

green, gray, brown, and tans, but rather as bright blue during 

most of the day. The first thing youõll want to do is to wash all 

of your outerwearé in a laundry soap that does not contain UV 

brighteners. Then, after your clothes are dry, spray everything with a product called UV-Killer, from Atskoé 

when I first tried a UV eliminator product, I was skeptical. But I treated all of my hunting clothing that fall and 

gave the stuff a good field test. Darned if it didnõt work. No, it doesnõt make us invisible, but it does make it 

harder for deer to see us.ó 

Who Has Better Eyesight: The Hunter Or The Deer? 

Camo with UV Detection Light 

Hunter Loses     

13-Point Antlers 

and Venison.       

A hunter shot a 

òonce-in-a-

lifetimeó deer in 

Lapeer County 

without a license.  

The next day he 

got a license, 

removed the deer 

from the field, 

and posed for a 

photo. The DNR 

got a tip and 

when confronted 

the hunter con-

fessed. òI wasnõt 

going to lie. 

Thereõs nobody to 

blame but my-

self.ó He still 

could face fines 

up to $1,500.00 

for forgetting to 

buy a $15.00 

license.  
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Hunting Leases? 

Try:                          

TrophyLandLease.com          

NonTypical             

Properties.com                     

HuntingLease               

Network.com 

With 30 yr financing 

maybe owning is an 

optioné. go to www.           

greenstonefcs.com 

State DNR                 

Firefighters                                  

Return Home                               

after 22 weeks in 

Texas fighting            

wildfires. 43 states 

helped fight more 

than 29,000 blazes 

which burned                   

almost 4 million 

acres. This was the 

longest period of 

time that MI staff 

and equipment was 

lent to another 

state as part of                       

an interagency 

agreement. In 2007 

during Sleep Lake 

fires in Luce County 

Michigan, more 

than 230 firefight-

ers from around the 

Midwest battled an 

18,500 acre fire.   

The letter below was written by my broker, Phil DeVries, in response to an email he received 

saying he should be ashamed of this picture which 

appears on his web site. Well put, Phil... 

 

Dear Anti hunter person, who is too scared to sign your name 

to your email: 

I am not ashamed at all, I am actually very proud of killing 

that Brown Bear (Brown Bears are grizzly bears that live near 

the coast, it wasn't a black bear. It was only 15 yards away 

from me when I killed it and it could have very easily killed 

me, which I am sure you wish it had) as well as all of the other 

animals that I harvest each year. I can understand that a per-

son like yourself might have a misguided opinion that hunting is cowardly and that people hunt to, as you say, 

"build up one's ego". However I would like to inform you that it is because of hunters that wild animals are way 

better off than they used to be. Did you know that if it wasn't for organizations like the National Turkey Federa-

tion that wild turkeys would not have been re-introduced into many of the states like Michigan. The Rocky 

Mountain Elk Foundation raises millions of dollars each year to purchase vital land to help preserve the annual 

elk migration from being developed into farms and housing developments, they have purchased millions of 

acres of land over the years. How much land has PETA purchased to help preserve habitat for wild animals? 

The answer to that questions is NONE. Another sportsman based organization that has done more to clean up 

our rivers and streams than any other organization is Trout Unlimited. They have fought long and hard for in-

dustries to clean up their waste water and have prevented large energy companies from installing hydro elec-

tric dams on rivers where vital spawning grounds would have been forever lost. 

People need to understand that hunting isn't always about just going out and killing everything that moves, it is 

far from it. It is about spending time with our children teaching them about nature and how we need to make 

sure we treat it with respect and don't over use the resources that God gave to us, or they will be gone forever. 

Its about caring for the land and planting trees and habitat that the wild animals will eat and find shelter in. It's 

about sharing the food that the animals provide with thousands of homeless shelters and needy people each 

year. When was that last time you saw an animal rights group plant a field in grasses and crops that will shel-

ter pheasants, like the members of Pheasants Forever do every year on millions of acres of ground? You don't, 

you see them instead spending all of their time yelling and screaming and sending emails to people like myself 

who are actually out in the woods caring for the animals that we respect and actually making sure they will be 

around for the next generation. 

So the next time you see a majestic Elk in the wild, thank a hunter, the next time you see a Salmon jump out of 

the river on its way to spawn, thank a fisherman, the next time you get to walk in a national park, thank the 

greatest hunter to ever walk this country, Theodore Roosevelt. That's right, Theodore Roosevelt, a hunter, sin-

gle handedly helped the animals in this country more than any animal rights activist ever did or ever will by 

creating our national parks. 

I am sorry that you are offended by hunting, but you need to know that 99% of the money that the states and 

the country use to help care for the animals and our public land comes from sportsman, not members of PETA 

or similar organizations. Without our support or dollars, many of the animals you see today would not be here 

at all or would be in such a sad state of miss management that they would be riddled with disease or over 

populated and dying because there wouldn't be enough food or habitat to support them. Hunters and fisher-

man are at the very forefront of conservation, you may not like it, but those are the TRUE facts. 

Sincerely,  Phil DeVries 

Dear Anti Hunter Person... 
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520 Pound      

Dressed Weight 

Bear                                  

from Delta County is 

the largest bear of 

2011 taken by Keith 

Grabowski of Esca-

naba on September 

27. The skull is  

expected to               

measure at least 21 

inches, qualifying it  

for national records. 

Michigan Student 

Wins Archery World 

Tournament.                  

The three-day com-

petition included 

students from 28 

states, Canada, New 

Zealand, and South 

Africa. Emily Bee 

from Hartland High 

School scored 292 

out of 300 earning 

1st place in the 

female division  

Caretaker and 

Handyman                       

services including 

winterization, open-

ing and closing    

cabins, trail mainte-

nance, food plots, 

etc. are available             

by contacting            

Steve Auer                             

989-965-4653 

Wisconsin and Michigan? Who is the Mitten State? 

Melissa Knowles/Trending Now 12/8/11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

States across America are known for more than just their proper names. In fact many states are given a nick-

name that often becomes interchangeable in its reference to the state. Well when it comes to which state is 

most worthy of staking a claim to a winter accessory's namesake, the gloves have come off as the battle for 

what state owns the rights to be called a mitten rages on.  

Many people refer to Michigan as  the "Mitten State," because it's shaped like a mitten. Recently, Wisconsin 

started using an image of itself shaped like a mitten as part of its "Travel Wisconsin" winter tourism campaign, 

and some people with loyalties to Michigan are furious. So now a brand-new Midwestern rivalry has erupted on 

social media over what state has the right to be called the mitten state.  

When the Michigan site Awesome Mitten heard about the campaign, it voiced its outrage on Twitter. People are 

calling the new rivalry "Mittengate" on the Web, and the argument has spread to Facebook. Travel Wisconsin's 

Facebook page is flooded with Michigan residents who are enraged about the ad campaign. Well, they're angry 

in a Midwestern way. One person said, "Wisconsin is a wonderful state, but not the mitten state!" Another per-

son wrote that Wisconsin should "lose the mitten, and stick to cheese." Some people are being less friendly, 

with one person saying Wisconsin is "the ugliest mitten [they've] ever seen." But as is so often the case, this 

rivalry comes down to football. Michigan State just lost to Wisconsin in the Big 10 Championship game, which 

led one person to tweet, "Wisconsin steals the Rose Bowl, now they want to steal our mitten too?"  

People on the Wisconsin side of the debate insist that the state is not trying to steal Michigan's sunshine. Tom 

Lyons, a PR specialist in Wisconsin, says, "Wisconsin is the left mitten. Michigan is the right mitten. Even chil-

dren know that one mitten doesn't cut it when it comes to Midwest winters."  

Well, as far as rivalries go, we'll just have to see if this one lasts beyond the winter to find out who's the hands-

down winner. 

Bob Kononowech and Paul Bortolussi took both of these bucks during Bow Season in Calhoun County from         

THE SAME TREE STAND 2 weeks apart. I need to move my tree stand! 


